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would have resulted in more direful consequences;
as it was, few persons spoke of it, and the Christian
family lost none of the confidence they had in us.
Nothing so engrossed the mind of the good Joseph,
her brother-in-law, as the fear, on the one hand, that
this [51] so sudden death might be the source of a
new persecution; and, on the other, that his little
nephew, for lack of a Nurse (they are not to be found
here, as in France), might soon follow her. When
he came to see us towards evening, he offered his
accustomed prayers, which he accompanied with
many heroic acts of resignation. ‘‘ My good God, I
am only troubled about my little nephew "’ (said this
Christian); ‘‘ preserve him, my God, for your serv-
ice. If you grant him the grace to attain to the use
of reason, I bind myself henceforth to instruct him;
for my sole desire is to see him some day capable of
knowing you, that he may honor and love you for
all that you have given him.”’

Now one word about Marie Aonnetta, his wife. She
is only too fortunate in having encountered so good
a Father in so faithful a husband. She confesses
often; what makes us hope that she will persevere
is that she goes on frankly and heartily; moreover,
she has never lived in the libertinage to which the
girls and women here abandon themselves. It is an
inexpressible consolation to us that the virtuous
actions of these new Christians finally constrain these
peoples to admit what they could not believe, that
the Hurons as well as the French can keep the law
of God. They no longer dare to tell us that our
countries are different, and that, as their land cannot
furnish them the fruits that grow in France, they
are not (they say) as capable as we are of the virtues



